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Brahmanisin in Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Brahmanism has an origin in India and started to spread into the southern part

Thailand since the 4" century A.D. through groups of Brahmans who traveled across the

Indian Ocean to land on the west coast and walked across mountains to Nakhon Si
thammarat. Other groups crossed the Melaka Straits to the Gulf of Thailand and settled

down in present-day Sichon, Tha Sala, and Mueang Nakhon Si thammarat Districts.

Based on the evidence from ancifacts and monuments found, it is believed that the
first group of Brahmans belonged to the Shaivaite sect who worshipped Shiva as the highest
god. Not long after that, Brahmans of the Vaishnavite sect that wor-shipped Vishnu as the
highest god began to spreand into Thailand.
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Hindu Community in Nakhon Si Thammarat
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As it is common that temples would be built wherever there are Hindu communities,
in the old part of Nakhon Si Thammarat several religious monuments can still be found such

as the Narai Shiva Shrine, The Hindu Temple and the Phra Sayom Base shrine.

When the city was first founded, Brahmans were well respected by the rulers as the
people who knew the Vedas and how to perform rituals. They were also experts in the
Sanskrit language and the Pallava scripts that were used in communication. Brahmans were
therefore therefore treated as the important “academics” of the city. However, in the 12"
century A.D. the Sinhalese school of Theravada Buddhism spread into the area causing the

decrease in the influence of Brahma-nism. At present there are hardly any practicing

Brehmans left in the city.
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Hindu Religious Monuments
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Narai Shrine This is a shrine of the Vaishnavite sect located on Rajdamnern Road. Nai
Mueang Sub-district, Mueang Nakhon Si Thammarat District. It houses a stone Vishnu image

from the 4" century A.D. which is the oldest Vishnu image found in Southeast Asia, and a

Lopburi style bronze Vishnu figure from the 10" century A.D. Both images are now kept at

Nakhon Si Thammarat National Museum.
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Shiva Shrine This is a shrine of the Shivaite sect located on Rajdamnern Road
(opposite the Narai Shrine), Nai Mueang Sub-District, Mueang Nakhon Si Thammarat District.
In front of the shrine is a Swing which has been rebuilt into a smaller size by the

Department of Fine Arts.

It houses sandstone and linestone lingas, a bronze Shiva figure, and a bronze

Ganesha from the 5"- 6" centuries A.D. These items are now kept at Nakhon Si Thammarat

Museum.
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Phra Sayom Base Shrine This is a shrine of the Shivaite sect located on Tha chi Road,

Nai Mueang Sub-district, Mueang Nakhon Si Thammarat District. The original building was in a



state of disrepair with only bricks remaining. So the local people constructed a temporary

building housing a large linga sculpture attached to a yoni to form one linga base.
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Hindu Temple This is another shrine next to the Shiva Shrine. It used to be a wooden

building but was demolished in 1960 due to bad condition.
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Khao Kha Ancient Monument
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Khao Kha Ancient Monument is located in Sao phao sub-district, Sichon District. It
was a religious monument belonging to the Shivaite sect on top of a mountain. It was built
in accordance with the Hindu belief that the hihest God resides on a mountain. Hence, Khao

Kha is the microcosm of Mount Sumeru which is the abode of the gods.

Many other Hindu religious monuments and artifacts have been found on the plains

in Khao Kha vicinity. Archaeologists believe that this area was the first Hindu settlement.



